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Letter from the President — 
It is that time of year again when we contact our 

faithful members and ask for support in maintaining 

the Bottle House museum and carrying on the legacy 

of the Kaleva Historical Society. We move into our 

next half century hopeful of continuing success in 

management and programming.  

Last year several projects were completed: The front 

porch foundation was “shored up” to prevent further 

sinking; landscaping on the north side of the muse-

um was redone; the front porch cement floor and 

front steps were finished with a non-skid coating; and 

displays were re-arranged to create more of an old 

fashioned “front porch” feeling. 

We again welcomed many visitors on Saturdays and 

Sundays thanks to our faithful docents. 

The Depot Railroad Museum experienced more visi-

tors than usual including a bus tour that followed the 

old railroad trails from Benzonia to Kaleva. 

Our website was re-designed and much more histori-

cal information is now available. Please visit 

<kalevami.com> and find the many projects and doc-

uments there. Look for articles about the Kaleva 

School, bios of honorees on the Sculpture Tree, 

KND’s Service Learning Class, and much more. It is 

worth the time it takes to look through the many 

“layers” of the site.  

Finally, the winter solstice lighting of the cemetery 

was one of the best thanks to perfect weather, plenty 

of enthusiastic help and the support of the communi-

ty. Over 1000 candles were placed on the graves in 

the township cemetery. It is a sight that one must 

behold to believe. If you didn’t get there this year, 

we’ll do it again on December 21, 2020. 

Projects we have planned for this year include: Re-

finishing the back porch floor and steps; and re-

arranging the basement and finishing that cement 

floor.  

 

 

 

 

Photo above  shows work being done to restore porch 

foundation summer 2019. 

Artist Tricia Bouche recently moved to Kaleva and of-

fered to create our next sculpture for the Centennial 

Walkway. It will be a series of three of the murals that 

were part of the 1940 NYC project in Manistee County. 

She is re-creating them in colored glass, and they will 

form a triangle, lighted from within, and be placed on 

the south end of the Centennial Walkway. It should be 

spectacular! Thank you to Tricia who is donating her 

work to the community she praises for the artistic op-

portunities she has found here.  

Thank you for your support of the Kaleva Historical Soci-

ety. We couldn’t do it without you!  

Sincerely,  

Cindy Asiala, President;  Deanna Draze, vice president; 

Ruth Asiala, secretary; Sandra Asiala, treasurer; Laura 

Dorn, Doreen Yonkman, Dennis Risser, trustees. 

Bottle House Museum Hours: 

 Memorial Day  —  Oct 31 
 Saturdays :  Noon—4pm 
  
Depot Museum:  
 
 Memorial Day  —  Labor Day 
 Saturdays :  Noon— 4pm 



Kalevala Murals on the Centennial Walkway! 

The Kaleva Centennial Walkway was created by the KND Service 

Learning Class in 1999. This walkway takes you by gardens and 

unique sculptures. The KHS is now beginning the next installment: 

a lighted 3-sided glass mosaic mural depicting scenes from the 

Kalevala---Finland's famous epic poem after which the village is 

named. Each of the panels will be approximately 3' by 5' and 

mounted in a metal frame. A nationally recognized artist, Tricia 

Boucha, will be the lead artist.  Tricia will be engaging local resi-

dents in completing these murals.  Here is a chance to become 

involved.  Watch our website for more information.   

Relax on our front porch——and learn something too! 

The Kaleva Historical Society now has 

a place to relax and research your fam-

ily’s history. Or maybe you are new to 

the village and would like to learn 

more about its heritage. Due the re-

cent necessary floor repair, we decid-

ed to make the Bottle House porch an 

inviting space. Here you will find a dis-

play honoring the military service of 

Kaleva residents (past and present). There are many family histories, stories 

and photos. Enjoy browsing through scrapbooks and photo albums of Kaleva’s 

Centennial and major events. If you cannot find what you are looking for here, 

you will many more resources on the bookshelves in the museum office. The 

docent may be able to help you.  

The Finnish Loom 

When the Finns immigrated to northern Michigan, they of 

course brought their crafts and culture with them. A craft that 

was an important part of their life, was weaving rag rugs. Most 

homes had a large floor loom or access to one where they 

could weave rugs using old clothes or used fabric torn into 

strips. Traditional Finnish rag rugs were often useful, beautiful 

and strong. They were utilitarian, functioning not as decorative 

wall hangings but as everyday floor coverings that were placed 

on thresholds or in living rooms, kitchens, and bedrooms to 

protect or warm the floors of the house.  

The loom, recently installed in the back porch of the Bottle House Museum, was recently donated by Cindy 

Asiala. She has woven many rugs over the years for her home and extended family. She has also sold rugs at 

the Kaleva Art Gallery. 

The loom originally belonged to the Tuisku family of Kaleva. 

KHS Pandemic Response 

The KHS wants everyone to 

be safe.  Because of our 

uncertain times during this 

Covid19 pandemic, we will 

be open only Saturdays this 

year.  Everyone is asked to 

wear a protective mask.  To 

honor social-distancing, a 

limited number of people 

will be allowed inside at one 

time.  Thank-you for your 

understanding.  We hope all 

to be back strong in 2021. 



Please put an X in front of the 2020 dues level desired: 

 ____ Individual (s) @ $15. each = ..........................................$____ 

 ____  Business (or) Family  ....................................................$ 25. 

 ____  Patron ...........................................................................$ 50. 

 ____  Friend ...........................................................................$100. 

 ____  Benefactor ....................................................................$200. 

 Total Dues Paid ......................................................................___________ 

In addition to your annual dues, your contribution to designated funds is encouraged!  Please indicate your additional support 

to the following specific funds: 

 Museum operations & events ........................... $_______ 

 Kaleva Beautification Team………………………….  $————— 

 Total Contribution  

 (Total dues + Total specific fund contributions) $——————— 

 

Business  [or] Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address ________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________ 

Email  address ________________________________________________________________ 

  (email addresses will help us save postage...we will not share these addresses) 

 

 

The Kaleva Historical Society depends 

entirely on dues and donations for 

museum operations.   

The KHS is a 501c3 nonprofit organiza-

tion.  You will receive a receipt indicating 

the amount of your donation and  that 

you did not receive any goods of value 

for your donation. 

Kaleva Historical Society 
14551 Wuoksi Ave., Box 252 

Kaleva, MI 49645 

Kaleva Concerts!  We hope to see you at our August Friday night con-

certs at our log cabin stage.  Watch our website (kalevami.com) for 

details of upcoming musicians. 

August 7 ——-Awesome Distraction 

August 14 ——Ruth and Max Bloomberg 

August 21——-Ingemar and Lisa 

August 28——Mary Sue and Company 

 

 

Many thanks to our concert sponsors.  These concerts would not be 

possible without you!  We urge our patrons to shop local! 

Laura Asiala,  Blue Water Transportation, Environmental Recycling, 

Finan Steamer Service, Terwilliger Funeral Home, Robak’s Kaleva Tav-

ern, Grossnickle Family  Trust, Kaleva Telephone Co., Somsel Lumber 

Co., Trak’s Bar and Grill, Kaleva Barber Shop, Larry’s Party Store, 

Countryside Restaurant, Mark Quinn, attorney. 

Great thanks to the sponsors that  

enable us to keep our historic depot 

open summer Saturdays . 

 Kaleva Telephone 

 Terwilliger Funeral Home 

 Cherryland Electric 

 Northern Michigan Dragway 

 Fruit Haven Lutz Farms 

 Kaleva mBank 


